
Blended education is the middle ground between traditional classroom teaching and 
online education.  As described by various thinkers, Blended learning is a combination of 
face-to-face learning and online or other forms of distance learning within the same 
course.  It allows for interface between campus and distance students and has some 
very real advantages over tradition on-campus only or, for that matter, online only.  An 
annotated Bibliography follows these few short slides which demonstrate current 
theoretical and pracitcal work being done in this field.  It gives credibility to an approach 
which enriches on-campus education as well as giving connectivity and community to 
the distance students.

Within World Mission Education, we posit that the face-to-face aspects of Blended 
Learning could take place in three possible scenarios, namely:

1.  Traditional Classroom; or
2.  Extension Centres where students gather for common 

sessions with a teacher; or
3.  Interactive video conference between multiple 

�classroom� sites.

Any one of these possibilities provide for the social presence, the cognitive presence and 
the teacher presence so valuable to a teaching/learning environment.  These elements 
are especially important for some students with particular learning styles, and are also 
valuable to others as they learn to value the community in learning as they do in 
worship, another individual and community combination.  
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Possibilities of what may be appropriate as part of any mix 

As has been indicated by some practitioners, Higher Education has always been blended 
between interactive classroom and individual pursuits, between synchronous and asynchronous.  
For instance, in the most traditional of university or seminary classes there have been classroom 
sessions (synchronous and interactive) which also required individual reading and research 
(asynchronous and individual).  Thus the newer approaches of including online presentations or 

How does one choose which elements to include:  This, along with any other curriculum design 
question, brings us back to the purpose of the course:  What elements are particularly fitted to 
the objectives to be achieved in the learning plan itself?  

In this blend we desire some non-negotiable elements (the recipe will not make it without 
them).  They include:

1. 2 way Face-to-face interaction either in modules, video link or traditional classroom setting.  
The literature attached demonstrates that live teleconferencing is ever so much more 
effective than teleconferencing for psychosocial presence, for clear communication 
including body language and facial communication, and for a sense of being together.

2. Reflection time and contemplation of the materials and outcomes to be achievd.  This can 
so well through that blend which includes a-synchronous activity as well as synchronous.  
Again, remember that differing learning styles will gravitate more to either the first or 
second of these ingredients, but both are needed for balance and long-term outcomes.
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1. The list on the slide on the preceding page are the most frequent inclusions in a 
blended learning program according to a survey of training organizations who use 
blended learning approaches.  Choosing from these and others, a possible blend is 
suggested above which would give a complete experience for students.

2. The experts suggest that, without the learning management software system, 
blended learning can become very confusing and may not lead to an integrated 
�whole� of all the parts blending together.
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Our final word � the slide above says it all!  It is not an either/or situation, nor is it a case 
of better/worse.  It is a case of learning from both approaches, seeing why each is 
valued and what each achieves better than the other � and then bringing them together 
in blended learning.

An annotated bibliography follows which gives insight into the movement of blended 
learning.  The literature and the usages of blended learning are so pletiful that an 
exhaustive treatment would be impossible, but the attachment indicates general trends 
in the literature which I have reviewed.

The hope is for the very best learning which sets patterns for life-long learning, is 
accessible but also is enriched by incorporating students into a learning community 
which, in many ways, reflects the worshipping community in dynamics and human 
response.  Both depend on individual and community activity � and seem to work best 
when individual learning (or worship) and group learning (or worship) are a part of the 
total mix that leads to the developed person whom we need in leadership and in life.

RLW
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